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Welcome from the Director, 
Council for British Archaeology Wales

Contents

On behalf of the committee of the Council for British Archaeology Wales, I would like to 
welcome you to this first ever Archaeology in Wales conference. The idea for this conference 
started as an initial discussion on how to make our AGM’s more interesting and attractive to 
members.  We have come a long way since then. 

Over the past year or more the committtee has worked together to put this programme 
into action and I would like to thank all of them for playing their various parts, for their hard 
work and support. I should also like to thank our partners: the Welsh Historic   Gardens Trust; 
University of Wales Trinity Saint David; and most of all the staff and volunteers of the Council 
for the Protection of Rural Wales. I am also grateful to those who are bringing their stands on 
Saturday, since they will undoubtably be of interest to us all.

The conference aims to explore the latest and best of archaeological research, projects and 
sites in this beautiful country and to celebrate our skills and achievements.  A wide range of 
themes will showcase the diversity and quality of archaeology and archaeologists in Wales - I 
am hopeful that there will be something of particular interest for everyone. 

The University of Wales, Lampeter was founded in 1822 and is the third oldest university 
institution in England and Wales. It is now part of the UWTSD group. Situated in Ceredigion, it 
is within some of the most rural parts of Wales, yet the landscape we will see over the weekend 
has been created by man over many thousands of years. An appropriate setting therefore, for 
a celebration of archaeology and rural Wales. 

This brochure should answer many of your questions but if you need anything further do 
approach one of our team in the black conference T-shirts. Please don’t forget to fill in your 
feedback forms which will help us decide whether this can be an annual event. 

I look forward to meeting you all over the weekend and hope you have a thoroughly enjoyable 
time. 

Best wishes
Cy   1
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CBA Wales and Conference Partners
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The Council for British Archaeology Wales (CBA Wales)
is a charity that serves to promote interest in the historic 
environment of Wales and to bring together those interested 
in Welsh archaeology. It is the regional group for Wales of the 
Council for British Archaeology and one of the six national 
amenity socities. CBA Wales campaigns for the local and 

national heritage of Wales and supports local groups such as the Young Archaeologists 
Club. It advocates for heritage at local and national levels and provides opportunities for all 
to participate in archaeology. The committee meets four times a year, including an Annual 
General Meeting. CBA Wales also produces Archaeology in Wales, the journal on recent 
archaeological discoveries relating to Wales. The journal is free to subscribing members 
and is produced on an annual basis. 

Website: https://councilforbritisharchaeologywales.wordpress.com
Director for Wales: Cy Griffiths, cyllenegriffiths@archaeologyuk.org
Chair: Evan Chapman, evan.chapman@nmgw.ac.uk
Secretary: Janet Bailey, Janet.bailey3@btinternet.com

Since 1928, the Campaign for the Protection of Rural Wales (CPRW)
has been standing up for the people and places of rural Wales and 
protecting our unique landscapes. From defending wild spaces from 
destructive development to creating sustainable rural communities, 
we are passionate about creating a countryside which works for 
everyone. The only independent organisation standing up for rural 
Wales, our community-based members hold decision-makers to 

account and ensure that local people get their say. Every day we take action to ensure that 
the extraordinary beauty of our country is preserved for the next generation – and beyond.

Website: https://cprw.org.uk
Chair: Peter Alexander-Fitzgerald, heritagelaw@btinternet.com
Vice Chair: Vic Warren
Operations Manager, Carys Matthews, info@cprwmail.org.uk
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Welsh  
Historic  
Gardens  
Trust 

The Welsh Historic Gardens Trust (WHGT) is a national organisation 
campaigning to save historic gardens and parks from neglect, indifference, 
insensitive planning and planting, for future generations. Wales has many 
outstanding parks and gardens which are as much part of the Welsh 
heritage as the buildings and towns they were designed to complement. 

WHGT aims to promote the cultural importance of these sites. WHGT aims to raise the profile 
of parks and garden heritage in Wales; promote the restoration and conservation of threatened 
parks and gardens and research the garden history of Wales. WHGT aims to promote the cultural 
importance of these sites. The Trust promotes the enjoyment and understanding of all these 
landscapes through its program of visits, lectures and research activities.

Website: http://whgt.wales
Chairman: Simon Baynes, baynes@bodfach.com
General Enquiries: admin@whgt.wales

The University’s Royal Charter is the oldest of any university 
in Wales and England after the Universities of Oxford and 
Cambridge. Our Lampeter campus was founded in 1822 and 
received its Royal Charter from King George IV in 1828. The 

Carmarthen campus was the first centre for teacher training in Wales established in 1848 and 
we can also claim one of the first art schools in the UK, established in Swansea in 1853. His Royal 
Highness, the Prince of Wales is our Royal Patron. Archaeology was first taught at Lampeter in 
1968. By the early 1990s archaeology at Lampeter had international status out of which came a 
number of renowned scholars who significantly altered the face of both archaeological theory 
and practice in the world. To this day archaeology at Lampeter retains its reputation on the world 
stage as forward thinking and innovative.

Website: https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/
Vice-Chancellor: Professor Medwin Hughes
Dean for the Faculty of Humanities and Performing Arts: Dr Jeremy Smith

CBA Wales, CPRW and WHGT at the Royal Welsh Show



   Friday 31st August: Programme

12.30 – 14.00 Arrival and registration, 
     sign up for workshops and visits    Saint David’s Building (3 on map)

12.30 – 17.00 Check-in for accommodation                Saint David’s Building (3 on map)

Afternoon Workshops.          Cliff Tucker breakout rooms (2 on map) 
    
14.00 - finish  Forensic Archaeology Workshop. Led by Dr Karl Harrison.
    

14.00 - finish ‘Dendro lab’. Led by Dr Rod Bale

14.00 – finish  ‘How to’: Community Archaeology. With contributions from 
Marsh award winners Clwydian Range Archaeology Group (Karen 
Lowery), Dyfed Archaeological Trust (Ken Murphy), Trysor Heritage 
Consultancy (Jenny Hall) and Rhys Mwyn. Led by Dr Ian Brooks.
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An exploration of forensic archaeology in Wales by one of the UK’s leading specialists, providing 
examples of the forensic archaeologists’ role and exploring what it is that they actually do!

The session will consist of an introductory talk on dendrochronology, with particular reference to 
the application of dendrochronology in archaeology, and examples of the varied work undertaken 
by the Lampeter tree-ring dating lab both in Wales and elsewhere. Following on from this will be 
a practical tree-ring dating exercise where participants will go through the procedures involved in 
dating a site through tree-ring dating, using a Welsh case study (Magor Pill medieval wreck). The 
session will finish with participants being given a tour of the lab facilities and the chance to see 
and handle various pieces of wood that the lab have worked on.

Ken Murphy

Do archaeologists just pay lip service to community archaeology and public engagement? The title 
of this presentation paraphrases a question in the A level archaeology exam of a few years ago. It’s 
a difficult question to answer and I pity the poor students who attempted it. In this presentation 
I hope to demonstrate that the four Welsh archaeological trusts do more than just pay lip service 
to public engagement. This will be done by using examples of Dyfed Archaeological Trust’s recent 
projects. These demonstrate engagement with a wide range of groups and individuals across 
south-west Wales. Why people get engaged and more importantly why people don’t get engaged 
will be discussed.
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14.00 – finish     ‘How to’: Heritage Projects - from vision to delivery. Including   
Heritage Impact Statements: Implications of the new guidance and 
legislation. Led by Dr Geraint Coles and Dr Cy Griffiths

19.15 Welcome to conference                                       Students Union Bar (33 on map)

19.30 Evening social and ‘Archaeological Pub                         Students Union Bar (33 on map)
           Quiz of the Year’ with hot bowl supper

This legendary punk rock musician, antiquarian and author (Dal i herio!) will discuss the varied 
approaches to community archaeology in North West Wales using case studies and the use of (or 
lack of) Welsh for delivering engagement.

In August 2010 a geophysical survey commissioned by Heather and Hillforts Landscape Partnership 
Scheme was undertaken by Engineering Archaeological Services Ltd. It was run as a training event 
by the Partnership Scheme for members of the public and included members of the Heather 
and Hillforts Archaeology Group. This group was established as part of the Heather and Hillforts 
Project as an ongoing educational and training forum until funding ceased at the end of 2010. 
However, this did not stop some of the more enthusiastic members and in 2011 the now renamed 
Clwydian Range Archaeology Group started to undertake a series of excavations on the plateau 
to the North of Moel Arthur hillfort. We continue to excavate this area but we are always on the 
lookout for other sites on the Clwydian Range. We continue to be a community group always 
welcoming new members no matter what their experience as long as they have a curiosity to try 
to unravel the complicated history of the Clwydians and to learn new things.

Community or Public: Who drives archaeological projects? “Community Archaeology” is now 
included in all sorts of projects in recent years but what is community archaeology? This paper 
will briefly look at the differences between community archaeology and public archaeology, the 
benefits and the pitfalls.

Rhys Mwyn

CRAG

Jenny Hall

Do you want to run your own heritage project? Hear from an experienced project designer and 
manager ‘how to’ create, plan and implement sustainable and effective heritage projects, ensure 
outcomes and get funding. Also, since 1 September 2017, HISs are required to support all listed 
building and conservation area consent applications. The workshop will include a short session on 
how to undertake an assessment and produce a statement using some good (and bad) examples.



Saturday 1st September: Programme

07.30 – 09.00  Breakfast       Thomas Lloyd Dining Room (37 on map)
(for those booking overnight accommodation)

08.30 – 09.30  Arrival and day school registration  Cliff Tucker Building foyer (2 on map)
   

08.30 – 18.30  Trade stands and exhibitions          Cliff Tucker breakout rooms (2 on map)

Day School              Cliff Tucker Theatre (2 on map)

09.30 – 09.50 Welcome                     

09.55 – 10.40  Will Davies, CADW  – The Ruthin Castle Conservation Project

10.45 – 11.30 Ashley Batten, GAT - The Wylfa Newedd Project 
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Partly hidden within the grounds of the 19th century Gothic hotel and former mansion built 
on the site, Ruthin Castle is arguably the most architecturally and historically significant 
medieval monument in Wales never to have been systematically studied and conserved.  This 
talk explores detailed research, recording and emergency stabilisation works undertaken by 
Cadw from 2016 following a series of structural failures, this being a rare example of direct 
state intervention in a privately owned monument. These works have produced a raft of new 
information on this spectacular and complex ruin, which began as a monumental Edwardian 
castle-palace of Reginald de Grey, witnessed the opening flashpoint of the Glyndwr wars and 
was slighted  by Parliament following a lengthy Civil War siege,  an elaborate series of gothic 
garden features and follies being grafted into the remains by the Myddleton and Cornwallis 
West families in the 19th century. Cadw’s ongoing emergency works have prevented further 
catastrophic structural failure until the recently established Ruthin Castle Conservation Trust 
are able to launch a major funding bid for a comprehensive programme of conservation, 
public access and interpretation.

Horizon Nuclear Power are planning to construct a new nuclear power station at Wylfa on 
Anglesey and in 2016 the UK’s largest archaeological evaluation took place in advance of 
the proposals.  In 2017 and 2018 further archaeological investigations took place across the 
multi-period site.  The regional archaeological service (Gwynedd Archaeological Planning 
Service) sets the scope of the investigations and ensures archaeological standards are 
maintained.  They also engage with the public in the region and in this case were able to 
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11.30 – 12.30  Dr Toby Driver, RCAHMW – The CHERISH Project: 
Understanding climate change  and coastal heritage in Wales and Ireland 

12.30 – 13.00  Discussion and questions for all speakers

13.00 – 14.15 Lunch and opportunity to visit trade stands and exhibitions  
                                Cliff Tucker breakout rooms (2 on map)

(With contributions from Louise Barker, Dr Sarah Davies, Dr Hywel Griffiths, Daniel Hunt, Dr 
Patrick Robson, Anthony Corns, Robert Shaw, Gary Devlin, Dr Edward Pollard, Sandra Henry, 
Sean Cullen, Cathal Jordan and James Barry.) www.cherishproject.eu

The islands and reefs of the Welsh and Irish regional seas have a rich cultural heritage. These 
are iconic locations in the coastal and maritime culture of both nations and are home to 
significant heritage assets. Yet they remain largely unexplored, inadequately mapped and 
their environmental context poorly understood. These remote, exposed environments are 
at constant risk through exposure to extreme weather and storms, which are predicted to 
increase in intensity and frequency due to climate change.

This paper will summarise the methodology and impacts of this exciting new five year 
EU-funded CHERISH Project (Climate, Heritage and Environments of Reefs, Islands and 
Headlands) which brings together a cross-disciplinary, cross-border Survey Team of leading 
specialists in a variety of fields linking land and sea. By joining forces, specialists from 
different backgrounds can apply their expertise to common problems with huge potential 
for knowledge transfer and training between, and beyond, the organisations involved. In 
particular the paper will explore the results of recent high resolution LiDAR capture for six 
Welsh islands, which has considerably advanced our understanding of these exposed and 
remote archaeological landscapes.

facilitate a community excavation, funded by the developers.  This talk will introduce the 
site and the fascinating archaeological discoveries which have been uncovered including a 
Neolithic henge monument, a substantial Roman settlement and one of Wales’ largest ever 
excavated Early Medieval cemeteries.



Saturday 1st September: Programme, 
cont.

14.20 – 15.05 Alice Day, National Botanic Gardens and Dyfed Archaeological    
         Trust – Garden Archaeology and the YAC at the National Botanic Garden of Wales 

15.10 – 15.55 Dr James January-McCann, RCAHMW – Historic Welsh Place   
          Names: the new register and recent research 

16.00 - 16.30 Discussion and questions for all speakers

16.30 – 17.30 Refreshments and opportunity to visit trade stands and exhibitions
            Cliff Tucker breakout rooms (2 on map)

17.30 – 18.30  Historical tour of Lampeter Campus with Dr Geriant Coles   
        (Meet at front of Arts Building, 7 on map)
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Through the study of archaeology at the Botanic Garden (formerly the Middleton Hall estate) 
we aim to improve our understanding and interpretation of its past designed landscapes.
Since 2015, Dyfed Archaeological Trust has been carrying out a program of archaeological 
works to support the Heritage Lottery funded restoration of the Regency waterpark at the 
Garden, due for completion in 2020. Some of the methodologies and findings so far are 
described in this presentation. The Young Archaeologists’ Club (YAC) at the Garden was 
formed in 2017 and has taken part in the archaeological investigations, partly supported 
by the Heritage Lottery grant. The ethos from the start was to get as hands-on as possible; 
be part of, and contribute to, a real archaeological project. We have been able to carry out 
analysis of aerial photography, test-pitting, finds processing, excavation and other activities 
exploring the history of the Garden.

The Historic Environment (Wales) Act 2016 commits the Welsh Government to establishing 
a list of Historic Welsh Place Names, in order to safeguard and record this important aspect 
of our heritage. The Royal Commission for the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Wales’ 
Place Names Officer, Dr James January-McCann, is responsible for compiling and maintaining 
the list, and promoting its use. James will discuss the background to the creation of the list, 
the sources, (both current and future) used in its compiling, and the various ways in which 
the website can be used by those interested in place names. There will be a particular focus 
on the place names of Lampeter and the surrounding area.
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17.10 – 18.00  CBA Wales Business Meeting & AGM  ALL WELCOME TO ATTEND
                   Cliff Tucker breakout room 3 (2 on map)

19.30 - late Conference dinner with bar.                  Thomas Lloyd Dining Room (37 on map)
  Key note address by Professor Carenza Lewis

Professor Lewis has strong links with Wales and of course several Time Team episodes were 
based here. With her particular interest in public engagement, Professor Lewis will provide 
her reflections on archaeology in Wales: past, present and future. She will also present the 
‘Golden Trowel’ to the winning team of the Archaeological Pub Quiz of the Year!

3D model of the Skerries Islet, Anglesey, generated from 25cm resolution airborne laser scanning. © Crown: 
CHERISH PROJECT 2017. Produced with EU funds through the Ireland Wales Co-operation Programme 2014-2020.



Sunday 2nd September: Programme

07.30 – 09.00 Breakfast (for those booking overnight accommodation) 
     and collect pack lunches               Thomas Lloyd Dining Room (37 on map)

Study Tours                 (Meet at front of Arts Building, 7 on map) 
 
09.00 – 17.00 The Origins of Stonehenge: On the Track of the bluestones –   
   Professor Mike Parker-Pearson

09.30 – 16.30 Strata Florida in its historic landscape: new research and a heritage  
   project - Professor David Austin 
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Visit to the beautiful Preseli hills to see Carn Goedog, the contested site of the Stonehenge 
bluestones, hear the evidence from the leading researcher in the field and decide for 
yourself whether the stones came all the way from Wales. Follow this up with a packed 
lunch (provided) and tour at the Bluestone brewery and a chance to sample their special 
ales and a visit to the iconic Pentre Ifan Burial Chamber. (For the energetic)

(Timings approximate)
09.00   Minibus leaves Lampeter Uni
10.00 - 13.30  Visit and talk at Carn Goedog
13.45 - 14.45  Packed lunch to be eaten at Bluestone brewery and chance to sample the    
  local ale!
15.00 - 15.45  Visit to Pentre Ifan Burial Chamber
16.45   Arrive back Lampeter University

A place of history and landscape.  Visit the extraordinary abbey remains and learn about this 
fascinating landscape. Hear about the ambitious future plans to conserve and re-use the listed 
historic buildings farm buildings of Mynachlog Fawr. Visitors will learn about the area’s history and 
stories, can explore the countryside, or take a moment for quiet reflection and inspiration, while   
enjoying your packed lunch (provided).  (For the moderately ambitious) 
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10.45 – 15.00 Dolaucothi Gold mines - Peter Alexander-Fitzgerald

END OF CONFERENCE - please don’t forget your feedback forms!

Explore the famous Dolaucothi Gold Mines, National Trust, with an expert who previously 
excavated the site and hear about Industrial archaeology in Wales. Take a trip underground and 
experience the Victorian and Roman levels with professional guides and see behind the scenes to 
areas not usually open to the general public. Have a packed lunch (provided) in the beautiful Cothi 
Valley and try your hand at panning for gold! (For the more relaxed)



Speaker’s Biographies
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Dr Karl Harrison is one of the UK’s most experienced forensic archaeologists, 
having worked in the investigation and examination of major crime scenes 
since 2001. Having worked previously as a Crime Scene Investigator and 
Manager, he then worked for a forensic service provider, where he provided 
specialist support to UK police forces with a national remit. Dr Harrison 
is recognised by the Serious and Organised Crime Agency as an External 
Advisor, and is a Professional Member of the Forensic Archaeology Expert 
Panel of the IfA. he has been involved in the examination of hundreds of 

major crime scenes, over 80 of which have required his expertise in forensic archaeology. He has 
given expert evidence in court as a forensic archaeologist on numerous occasions. In addition to his 
casework experience, Dr Harrison is actively involved in a range of research projects related to forensic 
archaeology, or the application of forensic science to traditional archaeology.

Dr Roderick Bale manages the environmental archaeology laboratories at 
the University of Wales Trinity Saint David in Lampeter. He undertook a 
BA in Environment and Archaeology at Lampeter, graduating in 2001 and 
a PhD in stable isotope dendroclimatology of Bristlecone pine, obtaining 
a doctorate in 2008. His specialism is in dendrochronology and he has 
co-authored a number of research papers reconstructing climate using 
stable isotopes from British oak, Slovenian larch and North American 
Bristlecone pine tree-rings. He also undertakes commercial projects for 

the Universities archaeological consultancy (UWLAS), chiefly working on waterlogged wood (tree-
ring dating and recording of archaeological wood assemblages). In this capacity he was also the lead 
archaeologist on site during the phase 2 sea defences project at Borth in 2014-2015, co-ordinating 
both the watching brief and a program of environmental archaeology sampling. His other research 
interests include using dendrochronology to date trees from historic estates and woodlands in Wales 
and linking together records of Holocene climate and environmental change.

Dr Ian Brooks MIfA, FSA has over 30 years of archaeological experience. In 
1993 he formed Engineering Archaeological Services Ltd with John Price. 
EAS is a small independent archaeological consultancy based in North 
Wales dedicated to giving a professional and affordable archaeological 
service. Although based in North Wales they have worked throughout 
England and Wales with projects from the Isle of Wight to Hadrian’s Wall. 
Ian has been involved in a number of both formal and informal community 
projects on both a paid and unpaid basis, providing training in surveying 
and geophysical techniques, finds identification events, lithic analysis and 
supporting local archaeological groups with advice and technical help.
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Jenny Hall BSc Joint Hons MCIfA, graduated in Archaeology and Geology at 
the University of Birmingham in 1984 and has worked in UK archaeology 
since then.  After 10 years on excavation and post-excavation projects 
across England and Scotland, she moved to Wales and worked as the 
Sites and Monuments Record Officer at Dyfed Archaeological Trust for 10 
years.  In 2004 Jenny took a new direction and established Trysor with a 
friend, Paul Sambrook (www.trysor.net).  The vision was to engage with 
communities on their terms to deliver what they wanted.  Over the past 14 
years they have undertaken over 600 projects including many community-
driven projects. Jenny has also been chair of CIfA Wales/ Cymru and 

actively involved in the Research Framework for the Archaeology of Wales.

CRAG. In August 2010 a geophysical survey commissioned by Heather and 
Hillforts Landscape Partnership Scheme was undertaken by Engineering 
Archaeological Services Ltd. It was run as a training event by the Partnership 
Scheme for members of the public and included members of the Heather 
and Hillforts Archaeology Group. This group was established as part of the 
Heather and Hillforts Project as an ongoing educational and training forum 

until funding ceased at the end of 2010. However this did not stop some of the more enthusiastic 
members and in 2011 the now renamed Clwydian Range Archaeology Group started to undertake a 
series of excavations on the plateau to the North of Moel Arthur hillfort. We continue to excavate this 
area but we are always on the lookout for other sites on the Clwydian Range. We continue to be a 
community group always welcoming new members no matter what their experience as long as they 
have a curiosity to try to unravel the complicated history of the Clwydians and to learn new things.

Ken Murphy is the Chief Executive of Dyfed Archaeological Trust. He is a 
field archaeologist with over 40 years’ experience in the UK. He graduated 
in archaeology and geography from Southampton University in 1976 and 
subsequently worked on number of field and other projects in various 
locations in England before joining Dyfed Archaeological Trust in 1979. 
He has worked on numerous field and desk-based projects since 1979 
including large-scale excavation of prehistoric and later sites, topographic 

survey of sites of all periods, and landscape characterisation of large parts of southwest Wales. He 
has been instrumental in developing methodology for building and landscape survey, and the use of 
GIS/topographic survey in the investigation of eighteenth century picturesque landscapes and earlier 
landscapes. He has published widely on wide range of archaeological and related topics.



Speaker’s Biographies, cont.
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Rhys Mwyn is a Welsh language speaker, archaeologist, writer and author. 
He is also a legendary punk rock musician. He previously sang and played 
bass guitar in the Welsh band, Anhrefn. He established the record label 
Recordiau Anhrefn in 1983 with his brother Siôn in order to release his 
band’s music. Amongst other accolades, in 2003 he was awarded an 
Outstanding Contribution to Welsh Music Award. Rhys is a qualified blue 
badge guide for Wales, with a speciality in Welsh History and Culture 
and especially the Archaeology of North Wales. He has also presented a 

feature length documentary, ‘Megalithic Anglesey’. which sets out to explore some of the best known, 
yet most mysterious ancient sites in Wales and has written several books.

Dr Geraint Coles is a Regeneration Manager, Heritage Manager and 
sometime Archaeologist. He is passionate about the investigation, 
conservation, interpretation and creative reuse of the historic environment.  
For 16 years he taught archaeology at the University of Edinburgh and 
became increasingly interested in public engagement, helping to shape 
community led heritage-tourism projects such as the Calanais Centre, 
Isle of Lewis. Geraint then became director of a heritage-led regeneration 
programme: the conservation, restoration and development of the 240 year 

old Chesterfield Canal, using the waterway as the catalyst for community engagement, empowerment 
and sustainable development through social enterprise and public/private partnership. He returned 
to academia in 2013 and created a Masters in Professional Practice in Heritage Management at Suffolk 
University and was Honorary Senior Research Fellow at the University of Dundee. He later joined 
the University of Wales Trinity Saint David to create new courses in heritage-led regeneration and 
management. He also established a private consultancy practice with Ian Baxter, undertaking work in 
Heritage Management, Heritage-led Regeneration and Cultural & Heritage Tourism. 

Dr Cy Griffiths started as a field archaeologist over 25 years ago, later 
moving on to specialise in historic buildings and places, after an MA at 
York, in both the private and public sector. She spent over 15 years as a 
LA conservation officer in both England and Wales and currently works 
part time as the Director, Council for British Archaeology Wales whilst also 
acting as the CBA’s Listed Building Caseworker for Wales. She recently 
graduated her PhD in Applied Archaeology at UWTSD. She additionally 
runs her own private heritage consultancy and is an active member of CIfA 
and Secretary of the Welsh branch of IHBC. Cy has a particular interest in 

raising the profile of the heritage of Wales and using heritage, and especially archaeology, to engage 
communities with the places in which they live, work and visit.
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Will Davies is an Inspector of Ancient Monuments for Cadw, presently 
covering eastern Wales. He joined Cadw in 2010 following a BA (York), 
MA (Durham) and a career in commercial geophysics and excavation. As 
Cadw’s resident specialist in the subject Will manages to become involved 
in most castle related conservation projects and research outside of his 
region, with occasional forays across the border. On behalf of Cadw, he is 
currently overseeing the ongoing programme of works at Ruthin Castle and 

an ambitious conservation management plan for Offa’s Dyke with Historic England and The Offa’s Dyke 
Association.

Ashley Batten has worked in Welsh archaeology for more than 15 years.  
Since 2009, he has been the Senior Planning Archaeologist at Gwynedd 
Archaeological Trust’s Planning Service. He has a BA in Archaeology, 
an MA in Historic Environment Conservation and is a Member of the 
Chartered Institute for Archaeologists, he also previously worked for 
Cadw. He currently has responsibility for delivering all planning related 
archaeological casework across north-west Wales as the lead officer in the 
service, representing the archaeological interests of the Local Authorities 

of Conwy, Gwynedd and the Isle of Anglesey. This includes strategic work; Local Development Plans; 
Supplementary Planning Guidance; Welsh Government Trunk Road schemes and Nationally Significant 
Infrastructure Projects, including the new nuclear development at Wylfa Newydd and the National 
Grid North Wales Connection Project.

Toby Driver, BA, PhD, FSA is a graduate of the University of Southampton and 
joined the Welsh Royal Commission in 1995, where he manages the aerial 
reconnaissance programme. He gained his doctorate from the University 
of Wales, Lampeter, in 2006 for a study of the Iron Age hillforts of north 
Ceredigion. He is a Trustee of the Cambrian Archaeological Association 
and a lead investigator on the five-year EU-funded Ireland-Wales CHERISH 
project examining climate change and coastal heritage across two 
nations. The final report of a five-year excavation and investigation of the 
Abermagwr Roman villa, which Toby co-directed with Dr Jeffrey L. Davies, 

will be published in Archaeologia Cambrensis 167 later this year. He has published six books and his 
latest, ‘The Hillforts of Cardigan Bay’, was published by Logaston Press in 2016.



Speaker’s Biographies, cont.
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Alice Day came to archaeology in 2012 with a background in science and 
teaching, and got her Young Archaeologists’ Club at the National Botanic 
Garden of Wales off the ground in 2016, having raised funds so that 
membership would be entirely free. She had by this point completed a 
PGDip in Environmental Archaeology and Landscape Management at the 
University of Wales Trinity Saint David, and become an Associate member 
of the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists by working in Field Services for 
the Dyfed Archaeological Trust.  She has specialised in geophysical survey 

and done additional courses in human osteology, zooarchaeology and nautical archaeology. YAC at the 
garden now has over thirty members and Alice is assisted by six other volunteers.

Originally from Portsmouth, Dr James January-McCann graduated with a 
B.A. in Celtic Studies from Aberystwyth in 2009, then went on to do an 
M.A. in Irish in 2011, and gained his doctorate in 2016. He has published 
a number of articles on the Counter-Reformation in Wales, in both Welsh 
and English. He was appointed a Teaching Fellow in Celtic Languages at 
Aberystwyth in 2015, and then promoted to Lecturer in 2016. Since June 
2017 he has been the Place Names Officer for the Royal Commission on the 
Ancient and Historical Monuments of Wales.

Carenza Lewis was appointed as Professor for the Public Understanding 
of Research, University of Lincoln in 2015.  She combines research and 
teaching in archaeology, history and heritage with public engagement.  She 
is committed to involving members of the public in the research process 
to the mutual benefit of individuals, communities, society, heritage and 
academia. After a Cambridge degree in Archaeology and Anthropology, 
Professor Lewis began her career as an Investigator for the Royal Commission 

on Historical Monuments of England.   During this period she held a post-doctoral Research Fellowship 
at the University of Birmingham, researching the origins of the medieval settlement pattern of the East 
Midlands and publishing the seminal ‘Village Hamlet and Field’ in 1997. She was selected as one of the 
original TV presenters for Channel 4’s ‘Time Team’, remaining with this award-winning TV series until 
2005.  Other major TV work has included HTV’s ‘Sacred Sites’ (2000, 2001) and two series with Michael 
Wood (BBC2 2010 & 2012). In 2004 she moved to teach at the University of Cambridge, where she set 
up Access Cambridge Archaeology (ACA) in order to create public benefit through active participation 
in research and heritage projects.  She devised and directed numerous programmes, including the 
‘Higher Education Field Academy’ (HEFA) and ‘Cambridge Community Heritage’, involving more than 
10,000 people over more than a decade in making new discoveries which advance academic research 
while also delivering a wide range of identifiable and measurable social benefits. 
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Mike Parker-Pearson BA, PhD, FBA, FSA, FSA Scot, MIFA is professor of 
British Later Prehistory at UCL. His research interests include: Stonehenge: 
its purpose and people; public archaeology and heritage; Prehistoric Britain 
and Europe in the 1st millennia BC and AD; and funerary archaeology. In 
2010 he was named UK Archaeologist of the Year and also won the UK 
Archaeological Research Project of the Year  for his Stonehenge Riverside 
Project. Since 1999 he has been a Council Member (and Conservation Co-

ordinator) of the Prehistoric Society and was Vice-President 2006-2009. He has published numerous 
articles and books on prehistory including a book in the Council for British Archaeology’s ‘Archaeology 
for All’ series, which provides an up-to-date interpretation of Stonehenge and its landscape.

Professor David Austin has been an archaeologist and historian for over 44 
years and an academic for 38, reaching the position of professor in 1995.  
At heart, he is essentially a landscape archaeologist with a core interest 
in the Middle Ages and the early modern era and has conducted a series 
of major excavations and field programmes in Britain and France with a 
growing focus on Wales and the European uplands. He also has a keen 
interest in the development of a theorised practice of archaeology. David 
was the first archaeologist appointed at Lampeter in 1976 and was the 
leader in creating the Department of Archaeology and, later, the current 
School of Archaeology, Anthropology and History. He was also Chair of the 
Council for British Archaeology’s Universities Committee and assisted in 

the process of creating an ‘A’ level in Archaeology. David’s final major project is the former medieval 
Cistercian monastery, Strata Florida, Ceredigion (www.strataflorida.org.uk).

Peter Alexander-Fitzgerald is chairman of CPRW and has many active roles 
in other heritage organisations including being a committtee member 
of ICOMOS and council member of RESCUE. He has a background in law 
and specialises in planning law, heritage law, and landscape conservation. 
During the late 1990s, he was a visiting lecturer in landscape studies at 
the University of Wales. Peter has been interested in rural landscapes 
since laerning to walk and also has a deep interest in Urban landscapes 
especially industrial ones. His fascination with transportation and mining, 
engineering and industry started at school, when he learnt to cast model 
plane parts at the local iron foundary. In the 1980s Peter was a tourist 

guide at Dolaucothi and took part in Barry and Helen Burnham’s excavations there in the late 1990s. 
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Exhibition Stands and Supporters
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With many thanks to our supporters who have contributed their time, expertise and 
/ or are bringing exhibition stands and supporting our conference.

Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Wales (RCAHMW)

Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings (SPAB)

Council for the Protection of Rural Wales (CPRW)

Council for British Archaeology / CBA Wales / Cymru
Caring for Gods Acre

CHERISH project

Univeristy of Wales Trinity Saint David, Carmarthen, Advocacy course. 

National Botanic Gardens of Wales

The Radnorshire Society 

Wales Historic Gardens Trust

Clywd-Powys Archaeological Trust

Black Mountain College 

Avon Archaeology

Past Horizons



Map of Study Tours                                                                                                                       

PREsELi HiLLs

sTRATA fLORiDA

DOLAuCOTHi GOLD MiNEs

  21



Conference NotesMap of Study Tours                                                                                                                       

 22




